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Click on the cotton boll and this will take you to the “Wincott Information on the Web” 
 

FROM THE CO-ORDINATORS 
DESK 
This month’s newsletter is jammed packed with 
conferences and grants and courses along with our news 
of the up coming AGM to be held in Narrabri.  We also 
have some news about what else you can be doing the 
week of the AGM and some updates on things that Wincott 
have been doing over the past few months.   If you have a 
story to tell or a website you would like featured that you 
think women would like to read please do not hesitate to 
contact me, Kate Schwager at wincott.news@ozcotton.net.  
 

WINCOTT NEWS 
 
 

WINCOTT’S ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING AND 
INFORMATION DAY  
We will be holding our AGM in Narrabri this year on Tuesday 16th 
August.  It looks to be a very exciting day with a number of guest 
speakers. These include Elise Munsie from Telestra Country 
Wide, Shayne Miller from Namoi Cotton speaking on quality 
cotton and marketing issues, Maree McKay from the Producer’s 
Forum talking on overturning the moratorium on GM technology 
and Dr Gabi Caswell from the Eyra Medical and Skin Clinic.  We 
do hope you can join us.  Cost for the day members $20 Non-
members $30 this includes lunch, afternoon tea, savouries at 
5pm plus take home sample bag Registration forms are available 
by emailing wincott.news@ozcotton.net 
 
WINCOTT’S NEW WEBSITE 
Wincott has come a long way since it’s beginning and now the 
committee feel it is time to have a website of it’s own.  We thank 
Ruth Quigley for allowing us for the past few years to take up a 
small portion of the Ozcotton website.  Our new website will be 
available to members soon after the Annual General Meeting. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WINCOTT SKILLS COURSE –  
ADVANCING PARTNERSHIPS IN COTTON (APC). 
“Roaring Success”     
In 2004 Wincott applied for and was successful in obtaining 
funding from the Office of Women to run a second leadership 
program, Advancing Partnerships in Cotton (APC). APC is a 
professional development experience designed for women in 
cotton that sees participants develop and implement leading 
edge knowledge and skills in a real and practical context. 
 

Following the success of the pilot Skills Development Course in 
2003, graduates of the program committed to developing a 
framework to provide and support women from all sectors in 
cotton to effectively participate in industry decision – making 
processes and systems.  Advancing Partnerships in Cotton was 
the result and in 2004/05 the second program was held in 
Narrabri with 16 applications received. 
 

Advancing Partnerships in Cotton starts with individual leadership 
development, which contributes to enhanced personal 
development and leads to enterprise and/or organisational 
change dependent on the individuals current role.  
 

This years program was held at Craigdon on the Narrabri/Bingara 
road, this allowed for a peaceful setting over the two days of 
each workshop.  One of the fantastic outcomes this year was 
bringing the groups from both years together during the industry 
dinner.  This allowed for expanded networking opportunities, but 
also putting into practice the skills learnt throughout the program. 
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One of the core components of APC is in the program content 
and case study experience which are cotton industry specific 
hence enhancing their relevance to the attendees. A key part of 
the program is the personal development segment which 
increases attendees self understanding, recognising the most 
difficult challenge facing many people is understanding personal 
strengths areas and development/setting visions of where they 
want to be in the future. These focus areas of Advancing 
Partnerships in Cotton were addressed through strategic 
interplay of content, case study and structured facilitation by 
program faclitators Jon-Maree Baker and Jo Eady. Each APC 
participant has an area of focus or project throughout the 
program which enables the skills learnt to be put into practice. 
 

Next years program planning is currently underway and we hope 
to conduct a pre Advancing Partnerships in Cotton short course. 
Run via a series of short half day or one day APC feeder 
programs.  The idea would be to give potential participants a 
taste for both the content areas of the program as well as the 
way it is delivered, ie it is an active not a passive course.  And 
run these workshops in a number of small centres to encourage 
participation. 
 

Going forward the APC program offers a series of TeleSeminar 
refreshers. This includes a series of topic based teleseminars so 
that participants can choose to continue to meet together, post 
the official program. This continues the APC program as a vibrant 
part of each individuals personal and professional development. 
It is also under consideration that Advancing Partnerships in 
Cotton program be non gender specific, and consultation with 
past participants and  industry about running this program for 
both males and females will be done in the future.  Overall well 
done to the second group for their fantastic achievements, 
profiles and updates will be included in future editions of the 
Wincott newsletter. 
 

 
 

Chris Lehman, Kate Schwager, Jodi McLean, Bruce Pike 
Front Row Jo Eady and Joan Pike at the APC Dinner 

 
Comment from a APC course attendee 
“All I can say about the APC course is JUST DO IT!!!  The 
women you meet and what you learn both about yourself and 
your peers is amazing and, when utilised in the workplace or at 
home, can be very powerful.  Jo Eady and Jon-Maree Baker are 
fantastic facilitators and kept all of us focused on what we were 
really there to do.  For me the course has identified some areas 
of strength which I need to capitalise on and some areas of 
opportunity.  I discovered a lot about myself and was able to 
critically analyse my style and how to better communicate with 
others and the impact that will have on developing relationships.  
I have made some fantastic new friends and believe this is one of 
the best aspects of the course”. 
 
 

Congratulations! to Jo Eady the 2005 Elaine Brough Bursary 
recipient.  Jo’s Elaine Brough Bursary project 
shopregional.com.au aims to investigate, establish and evaluate 
an online sales website for products grown and/or produced by 
Queensland women in rural and regional areas. She hopes the 
web site will stimulate increased market opportunities and sales 
for these businesswomen. Contact Jo on 07 3848 2890, email 
admin@ruralscope.com or visit www.ruralscope.com.au.  
 
WINCOTT AT THE COTTON TRADE SHOW – MOREE 
Wincott was again at the Trade Show this year and was visited 
by a number of members and potential members.  We find it 
important to attend the trade show tobe a part of the growing 
cotton industry.  We had samples of our wine for people to taste 
and a number of our hampers.  We shared the stand with the 
Australian Cotton Exhibition Centre and would like to thank them 
and the Trade Show organizers for a great opportunity to exhibit 
Wincott. 
 
WINCOTT LUNCH AND INFORMATION DAY HELD IN 
DIRRINBANDI  
A group of women involved in the cotton industry from the 
Dirranbandi and St George areas met for a WINCOTT regional 
meeting.  The meeting, held at ‘Dirrancios’ restaurant, kicked off 
with a fascinating presentation by Dr Gabrielle Caswell of Eyra 
medical and skin clinic, who talked about the dangers of sun 
exposure, skin cancer prevention and the huge array of medical 
treatments currently available - many of which can be found at 
her state of the art skin care clinic in Moree.  Following her 
presentation, Dr Caswell and staff from her clinic invited the 
WINCOTT ladies to take part in a ‘makeover’ to demonstrate 
some of the stunning, sun safe cosmetics which are available at 
her clinic. Following Dr Caswells presentation, St. George based 
water use efficiency consultant, Sarah Hood, talked about 
innovations in the prevention of evaporation and seepage from 
water storage areas.  Water is becoming an increasingly valuable 
resource and the source of much debate both within and outside 
the cotton industry. Following on with the Natural Resource 
Management theme, Environmental Extension Officer for 
Southern Queensland Veronica Chapman, asked the WINCOTT 
ladies ‘what is Natural Resource Management?’. In a fascinating 
presentation, Veronica was able to de-mystify NRM and turn 
many of the ‘buzz words’ into actual examples, where growers 
are adopting good management practices in order to safeguard 
our precious natural resources.  A relaxed and informative day 
was had by all attendees. WINCOTT would like to congratulate 
the Dirranbandi community on their support for WINCOTT and 
thank the Cotton Research and Development Corporation 
(CRDC) for their continuing financial assistance. 
 
 
 

 
Ladies who attended the information Day at Dirranbandi 
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WINCOTT AND THE AUSTRALIAN COTTON CENTRE GIFT 
HAMPERS 
Late last year the committee organized with the Australian Cotton 
Centre a series of gift hampers, they contain a number of cotton 
products for women and men, and they will certainly make a 
lovely gift that will promote the centre and our wonderful industry. 
Wincott receives a small commission on every sale when the 
Wincott order form is used. These gift boxes are available by 
faxing an order form to the Centre.  So why not delight a special 
friend today.  You can find the order form here.  
http://www.ozcotton.net/wincott/HamperOrderForm.pdf 
 

WINCOTT WINE   A brochure detailing the wine types is now 
available and it also has some tasting notes to tempt the taste 
buds.  The wine is available for members, their friends, 
companies for functions and makes a wonderful gift for someone 
special.  This has been an initiative by the committee to raise 
some funds for Wincott.  The Wine is from Tyrell’s Wines - 
Moore’s Creek. This is not available in bottle shops and can be 
found in some restaurants in Sydney.  For more details on 
varieties and prices click here 
http://www.ozcotton.net/wincott/wine.html  When you are having 
a dinner for groups or functions please consider using our wine to 
promote Wincott and the Cotton Industry.   
 

SPONSORSHIP FOR WINCOTT 
The committee has put a supporter’s proposal package together. 
This package is a great opportunity for companies to participate 
at a level that has not been offered before.   If you know of a 
company that would like to participate in this unique advertising 
package or be included in this newsletter or have a logo on our 
website contact me for a brochure.  I would like to congratulate 
our new sponsors for 2005-2006 Monsanto and Bayer Crop 
Science. 
 

 COTTON NEWS 
Cotton Collective Week 15-18th August 2005  
August will see a huge week for Cotton in Narrabri, due to a 
number of functions co-ordinating into the “Cotton Collective 
Week”.  The week long of activities includes a range of events, 
the majority being held at the Crossing Theatre.  It is anticipated 
that this will bring an influx of over 500 delegates to the various 
industry events, boosting accommodation and business trade 
within the town.  
 

The Australian Cotton Co-operative Research Centre will hold 
their annual review during the fist two days, (15-16th August)   
showcasing a range of research outcomes. This is particularly 
important as this CRC 1999-2005 concluded as at 30th June.  
Going forward the new Cotton Catchment Communities CRC 
represents a $138 million investment in research, education and 
training over the next seven years in a partnership between CRC 
partners and government.  As part of the CRC meeting a session 
will be included on the new CRC, with Chairman Dave Anthony 
providing an overview of operations, research & pathways to 
adoption.   
 

Also being held on the 16th August is the Cotton Australia – 
Cotton Grower forum and annual general meeting. Growers from 
all cotton growing regions will be in attendance, with discussion 
focusing on key industry issues. 
 

The Women’s industry network – Cotton (Wincott) will also hold 
it’s AGM on Tuesday the 16th. Guest speakers include Elise 
Munse Manager Telstra Countrywide, Maree McKay from the 
Producers Forum and Dr Gabi Caswell from Eyra Medical and 
Skin Clinic. 
 

The Cotton industry will showcase the industry awards in a gala 
dinner on Tuesday evening. Finalists and winners will be 

identified across five categories including Grower of the Year, 
Cotton High Achiever, Young Achiever, Service to Industry and 
ACGRA Researcher of the year awards. The Australian Cotton 
Industry through these awards recognizes and honours industry 
achievers. 
 

The final two days consists of the Cotton Consultants Australia 
Inc biannual Cotton Production Seminar (17-18th August). Over 
250 consultants, growers and service industry personnel will be 
in attendance at the seminar which focuses on pre-season 
production issues, new ideas and products as well as relevant 
research presentations.  
 

Over the past 22 years the Cotton Production Seminar has 
attracted high attendance from those knowledge seekers within 
the cotton industry. Using science and agronomy to produce 
profitable cotton. The 2005 CPS gives service providers the 
opportunity to interact with key decision makers at the critical 
timing of pre-plant.    
 

The “Cotton Collective Week” will not only bring an influx of 
cotton industry personnel to attend these functions, but also other 
industry events will be co-ordinated within this week.  The 
excellent venue of the Crossing Theatre Narrabri allows for large 
events to be held in regional areas bringing funds into the local 
economy. It’s tremendous to see events like this being held in 
regional areas.  Jon-Maree Baker 
 

News From Cotton Australia The Latest News from the Cotton 
Australia Updates can be found at the Wincott website in the 
forum. Click below to go directly to the information.   
http://www.ozcotton.net/vbb/showthread.php?s=&postid=438#po
st438 
 

Merger of Namoi Cotton and Queensland Cotton   For  
information Namoi Cotton http://www.namoicotton.com.au/   or 
Queensland Cotton http://www.qcotton.com.au/   or the 
Farmonline website  
http://aco.farmonline.com.au/news_list.asp?class_id=6~Cotton 
 

Namoi Catchment Management Authority grants The Namoi 
Catchment Management Authority (CMA) has allocated $24.6m 
in funding over three years to help protect and enhance natural 
resources in the catchment. Funds will be allocated in line with 
the Namoi Investment Strategy and the five catchment targets 
identified in the Namoi Catchment Blueprint. The five target areas 
are: biodiversity; riverine ecosystems; river salinity; salinity; soil 
health; and sustainable landscapes. Ph: 02 6764 5907 
Email: namoi@cma.nsw.gov.au 
Website: http://www.namoi.cma.nsw.gov.au 
 

Australian Cotton Shippers Conference to be held at Royal 
Pines Resort on the Gold Coast from August 24 – 26 this year. 
The conference is themed “Where to From Here” and will explore 
a range of topics, including:  The world cotton market and issues 
in cotton trade; International Cotton Promotion and issues of 
Branding; Australian cotton and the Modern Consumer; How the 
Australian industry can further develop its niche in the world 
cotton market. For further information, or to download a 
registration form, please visit 
htttp://www.austcottonshippers.com.au 
 

Lower Namoi Natural Resource Management Here you can 
download the latest newsletter from our new representative 
Stacey Spanswick.  All her newsletters and information about 
Natural Resource Management can be found here.  
http://www.weewaa.com/Document1.aspx?id=355 
 
Cotton Consultants have updated their website it is a great 
source of information click here and take a look.  
http://www.cottonconsultants.com.au/ 
 

http://www.ozcotton.net/wincott/HamperOrderForm.pdf
http://www.ozcotton.net/wincott/wine.html
http://www.ozcotton.net/vbb/showthread.php?s=&postid=438#po
http://www.namoicotton.com.au/
http://www.qcotton.com.au/
http://aco.farmonline.com.au/news_list.asp?class_id=6~Cotton
http://www.namoi.cma.nsw.gov.au
htttp://www.austcottonshippers.com.au
http://www.weewaa.com/Document1.aspx?id=355
http://www.cottonconsultants.com.au/
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CONFERENCES 
Qld Rural Women’s Network (QRWN) Conference:  The 2005 
QRWN conference will be held in Biloela from 19-20 August. 
The conference theme is Bustles to Boardroom - celebrating 100 
years of women’s enfranchisement. Contact Sue Churchill on 
07 4992 1012, email schurchill@dodo.com.au or visit 
http://www.qrwn.org.au.  
 
2005 Women's Gathering in Bega 30 September -2 October  
Check out all the details and get registered for the 2005 Women's 
Gathering to be held in Bega by visiting their fabulous website: 
http://www.thewomensgathering.com   
 

Sustainable Water Management: Comparative perspectives 
from Australia, Europe and the United States 
15 - 16 September 2005 at The National Museum of Australia, 
Canberra, Australia Hosted by the National Europe Centre at The 
Australian National University. This international symposium will 
examine each of these factors in a comparative perspective, 
bringing together water specialists from Australia, the European 
Union and the United States. For further information, speakers 
and registration details: http://www.anu.edu.au/NEC/water.php  
Australian Women in Agriculture: The 8th National AWiA 
conference and AGM will be held on 2-4 September in Orange, 
NSW. Email admin@awia.org.au or visit www.awia.org.au. 
 
Qld Country Women’s Association (QCWA) State 
Conference:  This Conference is a culmination of QCWA’s 
activities for the year. It will be held at the Greek Club, Brisbane 
from 1-4 November. Phone 07 3026 1219 or visit 
http://www.qcwa.org.au/stateconf.htm 
 
National Young Farmers Forum – Canberra, September 1-2 
2005 Nominations are open for a unique event, which will allow 
young rural Australians to discuss opportunities for their 
industries to develop action pathways for the future.  The 
National Young Farmers Forum will develop clear initiatives for 
delegates to drive policy and programs at an individual, 
community, industry and government level.  The Forum, run by 
the Australian Government Department of Agriculture, Fisheries 
and Forestry over two days in Canberra from September 1, is 
open to people aged between 18 and 35 who are committed to 
agriculture, fisheries or forestry.  For more information about the 
forum and to apply online visit the Young People in Rural 
Industries Program website. 
 
Australian Farmers’ Market Conference: This conference will 
be held at the Lake Hume Resort, Albury, NSW from 27-29 
August.  The program features international speakers, Australian 
market practitioners, and food producers. Full registration - $440. 
Phone 02 9360 9380, email sophieoneil@optusnet.com.au or 
visit http://www.farmersmarkets.org.au.   
 
Rural Women in Business Week http://www.rwib.com   
Here you can find out what is happening in Rural Women in 
Business Week. Wednesday 17 - Wednesday 24 August, 
2005  

 

 

 
 

Internet prices plunge to earth 
 

Telstra Country Wide® has dramatically reduced satellite prices 
for people living beyond the coverage of other broadband 
services, thanks to assistance from the Australian Government’s 
Higher Bandwidth Incentive Scheme (HiBIS). 
 

With BigPond™ Broadband 2-way satellite, HiBIS customers 
can get a 256 kilobits per second (kbps) download speed service 
for as little as $69.95 per month*, once installed.  A 512kbps 
service, which includes a 500MB monthly allowance, is available 
to HiBIS customers for $89.95 per month, once installed.  
Previously, the cheapest 512kbps service cost $240 a month 
once installed.  
 

BigPond has also reduced prices for Broadband Regional 
Connect, a service that combines 1-way satellite with an ISDN 
uplink.  With a 256kbps download and 128kbps upload, 
Broadband Regional Connect is available under HiBIS for $89.95 
a month, once installed and there are no ISDN data charges 
when connecting to the Internet via BigPond Broadband Regional 
Connect~. 
 

Telstra Country Wide Area General Manager for North West 
NSW, Ms Elise Munsie, said Telstra Country Wide has worked 
hard to ensure that Australians anywhere have access to 
broadband services. 
 

“With the benefit of the Australian Government’s HiBIS program, 
we can offer satellite services at much lower prices for people 
covered by the scheme,” Ms Munsie said. 
 

“We can also offer cheaper installation through HiBIS.  An eligible 
customer on an 18-month contract will only pay $129 for the 
satellite equipment and installation. Previously, installation costs 
exceeded $1000.”  
 
“We know broadband internet is becoming increasingly important 
to our rural customers.  Today’s price reductions could 
particularly assist the many students being educated in remote 
areas, as well as helping farmers and small businesses,” Ms 
Munsie said. 
 
Customers eligible for HiBIS satellite prices will be living in 
regional areas beyond the reach of ADSL services and 
comply with other HiBIS eligibility criteria. Broadband 
solution may vary depending on customer location, and 
additional travel charges may apply to some remote areas. 
For further information, contact Telstra Country Wide on 
1800 028 009. 
 

http://www.qrwn.org.au
http://www.thewomensgathering.com
http://www.anu.edu.au/NEC/water.php
http://www.qcwa.org.au/stateconf.htm
http://www.farmersmarkets.org.au
http://www.rwib.com
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THE WEB TABLE – THE MAZE OF INFORMATION SORTED! 
Breast Cancer Network Australia 
(BCNA) 

BCNA is an organisation of women who have had breast cancer and works to inform, empower, represent and link 
together Australians personally affected by breast cancer. 
For queries regarding the My Journey Kit, call 1800 500 258 or visit http://www.bcna.org.au 

Searching for Help - just got a 
whole lot easier 

Finding it difficult to locate up to date information about a health issue? 
• Like to read articles from hundreds of different sources all in the one spot? 
• Want assistance in choosing a product or service for a family member in need? 
• Need to contact a welfare or charity group? 
• Want to know more about volunteer work? 
• Interested in donating to a not-for-profit organisation? 
http://www.searchingforhelp.com.au/ 

Ruralscope Pty Ltd RuralScope Pty Limited is a management firm specialising in people development services for Australia's rural and 
agricultural sectors. We specialise in working with people first and believe that this is where 'positioning', planning 
and profit development of businesses can best be affected. For more information visit 
http://www.ruralscope.com/default.asp 

NR&M's weed and pest animal 
web site 

This site has undergone a major redevelopment, due to recognition of increasing use of the internet as a major 
source of information.  The redevelopment ensures the site describes pest management in Queensland in a 
comprehensive yet easy-to-understand manner.  The navigational system ensures information can be found in an 
easy and logical manner, reducing frustration and time, especially valuable for stakeholders in rural areas or with 
slow internet connections.  Features on the website include an A-Z listing of declared plants and animals and other 
significant pests, legislation, policies and permits, searchable pest distribution and predictive maps and mapping 
systems, Index of pest management plans and planning resources, Pest management research, Media releases, 
newsletters, events, Educational resources, training and careers, Index of technical and operational pest 
management publications, and much more. http://www.nrm.qld.gov.au/pests 

Innovate Website You can subscribe here to the Newsletter which is news from the 14 R & D Corporations.  It keeps you informed as 
to what they are each doing and you can often find some interesting articles to read. 
http://www.innovateaustralia.com/ 

ONLINE GUIDE TO FREE TRADE 
AGREEMENTS 

Trade Minister Mark Vaile has launched a new, innovative Australian Government website to provide businesses 
with any easy to use online guide to Australia's free trade agreements.  This site contains a wealth of practical 
information to help Australian businesses understand and take advantage of FTAs with the US, Thailand, Singapore 
and New Zealand.  It includes: the range of Australian Government services available to exporters and investors; 
practical guides on doing business; information on forthcoming trade fairs and missions; and how to subscribe to 
useful e-letters about trade and investment opportunities.  You can access the site at http://www.fta.gov.au  

Women in Business in Rural and 
Remote Australia - Growing 
Regional Economies:  

This RIRDC report found that businesses run by women in rural and regional areas have a significant local 
economic impact on employment and incomes, and add to the breadth of a region’s business mix. The income 
derived by regional businesswomen across Australia is in the order of $1.2 billion per annum. Visit 
http://www.rirdc.gov.au or call 02 6272 4539. 

Women’s Network Australia 
(WNA): 

This is a membership-based organisation for businesswomen. It offers a range of membership activities including 
workshops, seminars and consulting services. WNA publishes The Magazine for Working Women. Phone 
07 3272 8222, or visit http://www.womensnetwork.com.au. 

ABC Bush Telegraph – The 
Innovators: 

This series introduces different farmers and explores their innovative farming alternatives. Transcripts are available 
online at http://www.abc.net.au/rural/telegraph/innovators/default.htm.  

Australians Creating Rural Online 
Support Systems 
Network 

ACROSSnet (provides community workers (including mental health workers, youth and family 
workers, teachers, emergency services personnel, clergy, etc.) with access to information fact 
sheets, resources, peer support and mentoring on all aspects of suicide prevention, intervention 
and postvention. http://www.acrossnet.net.au  

Farmers Info 
 

This is a great resource for news and information regarding Agriculture.  You can subscribe to there newsletters 
http://www.farmersinfo.com.au 

Health Futures Workshop results In April, the National Foundation of Australian Women ran a Health Futures Workshop in Canberra, with the 
objective of getting a widely representative group of people experienced in health-related fields together to discuss 
the priorities they saw for federal health policy development.  The papers presented at the workshop together with a 
summary of the major conclusions reached in the discussion are now available here 
http://www.ruralwomen.org.au/events/health/  Further information about NFAW, NRWC and WomenSpeak is 
available at:  http://www.nfaw.org, http://www.ruralwomen.org.au   
http://www.ofw.facs.gov.au/networks/national_secretariats/index.htm   
http://www.ofw.facs.gov.au/networks/national_secretariats/womenspeak_network.htm   

National Water Initiative Details of the National Water Initiative, including a link to the webpage of the National Water Commission are 
available at http://www.pmc.gov.au/nwi/index.cfm  

A Bird's Eye View of Australia's 
Biggest Water User 

Water management practices employed by the Murray and Murrumbidgee basins' $3.1 billion irrigation industry have 
substantially improved over the past decade according to research findings released today by CSIRO's Water for a 
Healthy Country Flagship.  A report compiled by the Cooperative Research Centre for Irrigation Futures (CRC IF) for 
the Water for a Healthy Country Flagship, found that the industry has also begun to explore opportunities for 
balancing the use of water for agricultural and environmental purposes. Read more 
http://www.csiro.au/index.asp?type=mediaRelease&id=109Irrigation 

The pigs will fly website aims to get better value out of local community and tourism advancement projects by sharing the successes and 
pitfalls faced by grassroots small business, volunteers and government officers around Australia. 
http://www.pigswillfly.com.au 

 
 
 

 
  

http://www.bcna.org.au
http://www.searchingforhelp.com.au/
http://www.ruralscope.com/default.asp
http://www.nrm.qld.gov.au/pests
http://www.innovateaustralia.com/
http://www.fta.gov.au
http://www.rirdc.gov.au
http://www.womensnetwork.com.au
http://www.abc.net.au/rural/telegraph/innovators/default.htm
http://www.acrossnet.net.au
http://www.farmersinfo.com.au
http://www.ruralwomen.org.au/events/health/
http://www.nfaw.org
http://www.ruralwomen.org.au
http://www.ofw.facs.gov.au/networks/national_secretariats/index.htm
http://www.ofw.facs.gov.au/networks/national_secretariats/womenspeak_network.htm
http://www.pmc.gov.au/nwi/index.cfm
http://www.csiro.au/index.asp?type=mediaRelease&id=109Irrigation
http://www.pigswillfly.com.au
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AWARDS / SCHOLARSHIPS 
RIRDC Rural Women’s Award: Applications for the 2006 
RIRDC Rural Women's Award open on 1 August and close on 
World Rural Women's Day 15 October. Winners receive $10,000 
and the opportunity to undertake an intensive week-long 
Australian Institute of Company Director’s Course in Canberra. 
Applicants will also be in the running to win the DPI&F Elaine 
Brough Bursary of $5,000. This year for the first time in the 
Award’s seven year history Queensland winners will be in the 
running to be named overall Australian winner. Phone 
07 3239 3515 or visit http://www.ruralwomensaward.gov.au  
  

Australian of the Year Awards 2006 The Awards bring together 
four categories which include Australian of the Year , Senior 
Australian of the Year (60 years and over), Young Australian of 
the Year (16 to 25 years), and Local Hero, in a prestigious year 
round program culminating in the announcement of the national 
award recipients in January.  Nomination forms are available 
online at htttp://www.australianoftheyear.gov.au.  Nominations 
close 29 August 2005.  For more information contact Christy 
Collier, Senior Awards Co-ordinator, on (02) 6273 8666 or 
christy.collier@australiaday.gov.au. 
 

 
 

GRANTS AND FUNDING NEWS 
 

Telstra Community Development Fund The Community 
Development Fund supports charitable organisations that assist 
or support Australian children and young people.  Projects should 
benefit children and young people who are 18 years and under.  
Priority areas for funding include: 1) Early intervention - acting at 
the earliest stages of child development to have a positive 
impact. 2) Childhood obesity - researching ways to tackle this 
serious problem. 3) Indigenous community development - 
supporting communities to find solutions to the particular issues 
affecting Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children and young 
people. 4) Gifted and talented children and young people - 
helping young Australians of exceptional ability to reach their 
potential. Grants begin at $10,000 per annum. The average size 
grant is around $40,000 - $50,000 p.a. The Community 
Development Fund may commit to projects for up to a maximum 
of three years.  Applications close 9 September 2005.  For 
more information visit www.telstrafoundation.com.au or phone 
1800 208 378 or email telstrafoundation@team.telstra.com.  
 

Towns and Villages Futures Program Aims to foster economic 
growth and create a more positive environment for business in 
communities with a population of less than 2,500. TVFP helps 
small regional communities take a strategic and proactive 
approach to economic development. Local council involvement is 
encouraged. Assistance is available under the program to cover 
75 per cent of costs to a maximum of $15,000 per project. 
Applications close 15 August 2005. Ph:02 66426511 Email: 
pieter.verasdonck@business.nsw.gov.au 
Website: http://www.regionalcommunities.nsw.gov.au 
 

FRRR Small Grants for Small Rural Communities Not-for-
profit organisations can apply for funding for projects and 
activities that offer clear public benefit for people living in small 
rural and regional locations in Australia, contributing to their 
development in social and community welfare, economic, 
environmental, health, education or cultural areas. Applications 
from communities with a population of 10,000 or less will receive 
priority. Grants will be made in amounts up to $5,000. To be 
eligible, projects must be for a charitable purpose. There are two 
grant rounds per year scheduled for 2005, 2006 and 2007, 
closing on the 31 March and 30 September. Ph: 1800 170 020 
Email: info@frrr.org.au  Website: http://www.frrr.org.au 
  

Foundation for Young Australians, Fund for Individuals 
Provides funding for young people aged 12 to 25 years who are 
seeking support to follow their passion while contributing to their 
communities. Applications can be made at any time and are 
considered quarterly. The average grant allocation will be $500 to 
$1500 with a maximum of $3000. Next assessment periods 
close 30 August and 29 November 2005  Ph: 03 9670 5436 
Email: fya@youngaustralians.org 
Website: http://www.youngaustralians.org 
 

McKell Medal Recognises achievements in natural resource 
management, the McKell Medal is awarded by Australian, state 
and territory governments to people who have contributed to 
natural resource management, including community leadership, 
research, and developing educational and promotional initiatives. 
Nominations close 18 November 2005 Ph: 02 6272 4399 
Email: mckellmedal@daff.gov.au 
Website: http://www.daff.gov.au/mckellmedal 
 
Export Market Development Grants Administered by Austrade, 
the purpose of the scheme is to encourage small and medium 
sized Australian businesses to develop export markets. EMDG 
reimburses up to 50 per cent of expenses incurred on eligible 
export promotional activities, less the first $15,000. To access the 
scheme for the first time, businesses need to have spent $15,000 
over two years on eligible export marketing expenses. The 
scheme supports a wide range of industry sectors and products, 
including inbound tourism and the export of intellectual property 
and know-how outside Australia. Applications close 30 
November 2005  Ph: 02 9390 2787 
Email: EMDG.help@austrade.gov.au 
Website: http://www.austrade.gov.au 
 
 
COURSES  
 

AgForward: Up to 160 one-day workshops designed to help 
landholders improve their management practices will be 
delivered each year across Queensland by AgForce covering up 
to 2000 rural enterprises over the four year project. AgForward 
aims to provide producers with the tools to respond to the ‘clean 
and green’ demands of global markets. Phone 07 3236 3100 or 
visit 
http://www.agforceqld.org.au/agforce/publications/index.html?mr
=266 
 
Pro-Farm is an initiative that will feature short courses currently 
offered through NSW Department of Primary Industries (DPI).  
Pro-Farm’s focus will be on better risk management for farmers. 
Each of the courses will be available for primary producers, 
landholders, agribusiness professionals and community support 
officers. The program will initially include around 20 individual 
short courses held throughout the State. A network of 200 DPI 
education specialists and research and extension officers will run 
most of the courses.  NSW DPI will also offer a 50 per cent 
subsidy for many of the courses. The Pro-Farm courses will 
cover a wide range of topic areas and needs, as identified 
through consultation with NSW Farmers’ Association, Catchment 
Management Authorities, NSW DPI College Advisory Councils 
and rural industries in general. These include farm risk 
management issues such as climate, drought, natural resources, 
grazing management, quality assurance and property 
management planning. A Pro-Farm website will be available 
shortly. For more information contact 
ellen.howard@dpi.nsw.gov.au, Ph: 02 6391 3249. 
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Negotiation Skills and Time Matters - Training Improvements 
will be holding a 1-day  training course in Narrabri 10th August 
2005 and Moree 11th August 2005 for Negotiation and 
Gunnedah 7th September for Time Matters.  The courses will 
commence at 8.30am and conclude at 4.30pm;  
Some benefits of attending the “Time Matters” course are 
achieve goals; prioritising; stress management; planning skills; 
organising skills.  Some benefits from attending the Negotiation 
Skills course are negotiation styles; 3 Keys to negotiating; 5-point 
plan; be prepared;  everybody negotiates.  Price: $395.00 per 
person, a 10% discount applies for 2 – 4 participants and a 20% 
discount will apply to 5 – 9 participants. To register please call us 
on 1800 229 277 or alternatively Email 
enquiries@trainingimprovements.com.au  or visit 
http://www.trainingimprovements.com.au  
 

Master of Agribusiness Online: This course is offered by the 
University of Melbourne. It is designed to be completed part time 
over three years, or full time over 1.5 years and costs for 2005 
will be $2,500 per subject.  Applications must be submitted by the 
2nd week of November. Phone 03 8344 6883 or 1800 8915 803.  
Email MasterAgBus@landfood.unimelb.edu.au or visit 
http://www.agribusiness.unimelb.edu.au. 
 

 

Shaping Our Futures Together is a career and personal 
development workshop specifically for women. The workshop 
was developed in response to rural women asking for relevant, 
accessible and affordable, community-based leadership training. 
The workshop is designed to engage and energise new and 
existing rural women leaders, share creative ideas, learn new 
skills and establish support networks and build social capital 
ensuring the sustainability of rural communities. Contact RWN for 
information on workshop locations. Here are some of them 
11-12 AUGUST, GUNNEDAH, 25-26 AUGUST, LEETON  
Ph: 02 6391 3611, Email: sonia.muir@dpi.nsw.gov.au or Visit: 
http://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/rwn/soft.htm  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

DATES TO REMEMBER 
 
Negotiation Skills Narrabri  10 August  
Negotiation Moree  11 August  
Cotton Collective Week  15-18 August  
Australian Cotton Shippers Conference  24 – 26 August  
Towns and Villages Futures Program. Applications close  15 August  
Rural Women in Business Week  17 -  24 August 
Qld Rural Women’s Network (QRWN) Conference:   19-20 August. 
The 2nd National Farmers Markets Conference,  27-29 August  
Australian of the Year Awards 2006 Nominations close  29 August  
Sustainable Water Management:  15 - 16 September  
Qld Country Women’s Association (QCWA) State Conference:   1-4 November 
National Young Farmers Forum  1-2 September  
Time Matters Gunnedah  7 September  
Telstra Community Development Fund  Applications close  9 September  
2005 Women's Gathering in Bega  30 September -2 October  
RIRDC Rural Women’s Award:  15 October 
Foundation for Young Australians, Fund for Individuals.  29 November  
McKell Medal. Nominations close  18 November  
Export Market Development Grants. Applications close  30 November  
 
WINCOTT CONTACTS:   Telephone:  Fax Email 
 
Penny Anderson   07 4993 1319 07 4993 1181 harrod@dcnet.net.au 
Jon Baker     02 6792 5959  02 6792 5461  bakerag@northnet.com.au 
Helen Bates   07 4671 4269  07 4671 4269 helenbates1@optusnet.com.au 
Helen Dugdale   02 6792 4088  02 6792 4400 helen.dugdale@crdc.com.au 
Alicia Dunbar   07 4982 0933 07 4982 2090 kingower@ozzi.com.au 
Vicky Kuhn   07 4982 2255 07 4982 3986 vicki@chrrup.org  
Shayne Miller   02 6751 2503 02 6752 5357 smiller@namoicotton.com.au 
Ruth Quigley   02 6888 7430  02 6888 7427 ruthq@webteam.cc 
Kate Schwager    02 6796 7243  02 6796 7206 bkschwager@bigpond.com 
 
 
 

http://www.trainingimprovements.com.au
http://www.agribusiness.unimelb.edu.au
http://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/rwn/soft.htm



